
Incoming 7th Grade Summer Reading 2022-2023 

 
Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan 
Ages 8+  
Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with her best 
friend, Soojin. Except now that she’s in middle school everything feels different. Soojin is 
suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the “cool” girls in the class, and even talking about 
changing her name to something more “American.” Does Amina need to start changing too? Or 
hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples with these questions, she is devastated when 
her local mosque is vandalized. 
 
Posted by John David Anderson 
Ages 10+  
In middle school, words aren’t just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right 
words can win you friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. Sometimes 
they can change things forever. When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost 
and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up with a new way to communicate: leaving 
sticky notes for each other all around the school. It catches on, and soon all the kids in school 
are leaving notes—though for every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as 
well. In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch 
table. Rose is not like anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle 
of friends Frost has made for himself won’t easily hold another. As the sticky-note war 
escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes that after this year, 
nothing will ever be the same. 
 
The Crossover - Kwame Alexander 
Ages 9+ (written entirely in poetry form) 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop 
all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. 
He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in 
his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious 
middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with 
growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their 
story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
Out of My Mind—Sharon Draper 
Ages 10+ 
Melody is an intelligent 11-year-old girl with a photographic memory and cerebral palsy. She 
can't walk or talk, but she is hungry to learn and eager for language to express herself. Draper 
has 
crafted a likable protagonist with typical tween thoughts and emotions—Melody dreams that she 
will be 
the first chosen for school projects and games—all of which are compounded by the difficulties 
of living 
with cerebral palsy. 
 
Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard Book 1: The Sword of Summer – Rick Riordan 
Ages 10+ 
Ever since his mom's murder two years ago, Magnus Chase has lived on the streets of Boston, 
watched over by Blitz and Hearth, a pair of quirky homeless guys. On the day he turns sixteen, 
however, his estranged uncle Randolph freaks him out with the news that his long-absent father 
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was a Norse god. Worse, the apocalypse, Viking-style, is looming, and Magnus must find a 
mysterious, magical sword. Though leaving Valhalla could spell trouble, he escapes into the 
Nine Worlds with a handful of weird friends to find that sword before the bad guys do. 
 

Masterminds – Gordon Korman 
Ages 9+ 
Serenity, New Mexico is an idyllic community for all its inhabitants. Everyone has everything 
they need and no one lies. As the local newspaper boasts, "Serenity Voted #1 in USA for 
standard of living." Eli has always been happy with his life and never had any reason to want to 
leave. One day though, while on a bike ride past the outskirts of town with his best friend Randy, 
Eli begins to feel sick. When he recovers from his illness he discovers that Randy, who 
convinced him to ride out, has to leave town. Randy tells everyone that he is going to his 
grandparents' house, but he is acting strange and no longer wants to hang out with Eli. After 
Randy leaves, Eli finds a note that makes him realize this may not be the perfect town after all. 
Eli and a few friends begin to uncover secrets and discover that honesty may not be at the heart 
of Serenity. They also realize that they can't trust anyone, especially not their parents. 
 
Counting by 7s - Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Ages 10+ 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical 
conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with 
anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy 
life...until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car 
crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. 
This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. 
Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a 
revelation to read. 
 
Curveball: The Year I Lost my Grip - Jordan Sonnenblick 
Ages 12+ 
Sometimes, the greatest comebacks take place far away from the ball field. Meet Peter 
Friedman, high school freshman. Talented photographer. Former baseball star. When a freakish 
injury ends his pitching career, Peter has some major things to figure out. Is there life after 
sports? Why has his grandfather suddenly given him thousands of dollars worth of camera 
equipment? And is it his imagination, or is the super-hot star of the girls' swim team flirting with 
him, right in front of the amazing new girl in his photography class? In his new novel, teen 
author Jordan Sonnenblick performs his usual miraculous feat: exploring deep themes of 
friendship, romance, family, and tragedy, while still managing to be hilariously funny. 
 
Love and Gelato- Jenna Welch 
Gr 7 Up 
Carolina, who prefers Lina, is learning how to cope with her mother's death from pancreatic cancer in a 
new city and country-Florence, Italy. Thanks to a journal left behind from her mother, Lina embarks on an 
adventure to discover how choices impact love, friendships, and hope. The novel is fast-paced, with 
plenty of grin-inducing moments. Readers might be frustrated by Lina's occasional inattentiveness to her 
new environment, but the writing has charm and contains generous sprinkles of Italian commands and 
phrases. Lina's capacity for and understanding of love transform beautifully over the course of the novel; 
the book is not solely about her personal romance but also other characters' interwoven love stories 
 


